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Supported Employment at Blueberry (Job Shop) 

5 Silver Street, York, YO1 8RY 

 
Tel: 01904 638885       email: info@blueberryacademy.co.uk  



Supported Employment at the Blueberry Academy 

 

The Blueberry Academy team provide specialist support for adults with learning difficulties.  

The Supported Employment service is for people who want to be part of a workplace and 

who want to aim to progress to employment – either paid or unpaid work. The individual 

will need to have access to a direct payment through Social Care to take up this option. 

We will support people to achieve their goals.  

Our opportunities are excellent for developing skills and confidence. We have a team of 

experienced trainers, job coaches and learning support staff who will provide the highest 

quality support to customers.   

 

Our Supported Employment options are: 

 Blueberry Pop Up Shop - retail and customer service 

 Blueberry Garden Care - commercial gardening work 

 Blueberry Co-operative - arts and crafts, up cycling and basic woodwork 

 Individual work placements based with partner employers 

We offer: 

 the guidance to identify skills and abilities 

 employability skills training 

 supported work opportunities 

 job coaching in the workplace 

 support with applying for work and finding sustainable paid or unpaid work  

How it works: 

Individuals who are interested in attending any supported employment options should 

complete an application form. A visit to The Melbourne Centre Learning Hub for a training 

taster day is arranged and people can talk through their interests and the options with a 

member of staff. A second taster day at another option may be arranged.  

After this a start date will be agreed and there will be a 4 week induction period to work out 

supervision needs and what training is required.   

Depending on the individual's goals, experience and training needs, many people will 

begin by attending various learning sessions first and build up to moving into a workplace 

over a period of time. Equally as important, all trainees will be supported to build team 

skills, make friends and to enjoy their time in training and at the workplace. 

Trainees will usually work between 9.30am to 3.00pm. 

 



Blueberry Pop Up Shop  
 

We have a pop up enterprise in York city 

centre where we sell arts, crafts, gifts and 

up-cycled furniture. Individuals on a 

placement gain experience in retail, 

marketing, customer services and ICT. 

Trainees also produce small items, such as 

handmade cards, to sell in the shop. 
 
 

The shop is open 6 days a week (Monday to 

Saturday) and we have up to 4 spaces each 

day, supported by 2 staff. 

 
Blueberry Garden Care  

 

 

Blueberry Garden Care is a training and work opportunity 

based from the Melbourne Centre and working across the city 

on small gardening jobs for residential and business custom-

ers. The team currently works on lawn mowing, small tree 

work, weeding, planting and clearing gardens as part of ongo-

ing maintenance work and garden projects. 

Blueberry Garden Care gives trainees a good route to 

progress towards work for people who are not yet ready for a 

paid job. Trainees showing skills and interest can earn some 

money from the project by working on paid jobs and being an 

active part of the Blueberry Garden Care team. 

 

Blueberry Garden Care has 2 to 4 spaces per day and 

individuals work alongside trained support staff. The team 

use the Blueberry van to travel to and from jobs in comfort 

and safety. 

 

 

 

 



 

The Blueberry Co-operative 

 

This is a supported crafts group making high 

quality items for our shop. We have a focus on 

up cycling furniture and small home wares as 

well as basic woodwork, making decorations, 

art works and jewellery.  

 

The Co-operative is based at The Melbourne 

Centre Learning Hub and has 5 spaces per 

day. Each attendee will aim to become a full 

part of the working team.   

 

Trainees showing skills and interest can 

progress to earn money from the project by 

receiving a proportion of the income paid by 

customers in the shop. 

Work Placements 

 

We have opportunities to work with real local employers, 

usually through one of our employer partners. These currently 

include York St John University, Barnitt's, Baynes Fruit and 

Veg Wholesalers, Wilde's Wine Bar, The Biltmore Bar and 

Grill and City of York Council.  Where people have paid 

employment as a goal, a work placement gives individuals the 

chance to prove their skills and talents as well as the 

opportunity to make sure the work environment and job role is 

a good match for them. 

 

A work placement will usually follow on from one of our internal work placements or 

supported employment options.  Trainees will have in-work support from a job coach and 

all placements will be regularly reviewed to ensure that individuals are working towards 

their goals and getting the most out of the opportunity. 

Our job coaches work closely with employers to provide the right support and to enable 

individuals to progress towards working as independently as possible.  



 

“I started on a work placement at Oscar’s helping out in the 

kitchen. I’ve always wanted to work in catering. My job coach 

helped me settle in and do my induction. After a few weeks the 

head chef started giving me more responsibilities. We extended 

my work placement and did a proper work trial where I took on 

new jobs. Now I'm earning money and work 20 hours a week for 

The Biltmore and I love my job.” Mark 

 

 

Costs and who to Contact 

 

The cost of attending all of our supported employment opportunities is £46.35 per day. 

The cost of having 1-2-1 designated support if required is £92.70. 

 

There will be a 4 week induction period to work out supervision needs and what training is 

required.  If you need additional support, this can be arranged and negotiated with your 

Care Manager or whoever is paying for you to attend.   

 

Contact Katie Johnson or Claire Wilson to receive an application pack or to find out more. 

 

kjohnson@blueberryacademy.co.uk  /  cwilson@blueberryacademy.co.uk  
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