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Dear Parent/Carer,

The childcare sufficiency assessment recently highlighted that parents of disabled children sometimes find it difficult to access childcare that has the ability to meet the individual needs of their child. 

The Extended Services Team at City of York Council has been exploring ways in which we can help both parents and settings to work to remove these existing barriers.

We have shared the following information with CANDI and asked for their support in identifying families who may wish to take part in this exciting opportunity here in York.

Through the Government initiative Disabled Children’s Access to Childcare (DCATCH), we have secured funding to offer the following to disabled children and their families:

· A free taster session at an Out of School Club of their choice

· Supply cover to allow the Inclusion Coordinator or designated person to visit the child’s school or familiar setting

· The cost of one free session for the child which will be covered by the DCATCH programme

Practitioners have been sent a guidance pack to assist them through the initial information visit by you. All the necessary forms you need have been included. Attached is a route map to assist in explaining what you should expect when you contact and visit a setting.

The Extended Services Team will be working with CANDI and will be available to support you should you have any queries. 

You will need to contact the setting of your choice, and you can get more information about out of school provision in your community through York Family Information Service, on (01904) 554628 or at http://www.yor-ok.org.uk/search-for-childcare.htm. 

I hope that this proves to be a successful and enjoyable experience for all those involved.

I look forward to receiving your feedback.

Yours faithfully,
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Debbie Adair – Extended Services Development Adviser (Access & Inclusion)
