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This is a summary of statistical data on the 169 teenage mothers known to the Connexions service in York (at October 2007).  There are certain limitations to this data: we do not know when each individual became a parent, how old they were when they gave birth, how many children they have, or when they became known to Connexions.  However, this information gives us a general overview of teenage mothers in York.

The mothers were themselves born between March 1986 and April 1991, meaning that they were aged 16-21 when this data was obtained from Connexions (although as mentioned above, we do not know when they became a parent).

Location

Using the mother’s postcode the frequency and proportion of teenage mothers in each ward is presented.  The number of teenage mothers per 1,000 population was also calculated, using 2001 population figures.  The wards with the highest incidence of teenage mothers were Acomb, Hull Road and Westfield.

Teenage mothers by ward

	 
	Frequency
	Percent
	Teenage mothers per 1,000 population

	Acomb
	14
	8.3
	1.81

	Bishopthorpe
	0
	0.0
	0.00

	Clifton
	11
	6.5
	0.92

	Derwent
	2
	1.2
	0.56

	Dringhouses and Woodthorpe
	6
	3.6
	0.56

	Fishergate
	3
	1.8
	0.38

	Fulford
	3
	1.8
	1.16

	Guildhall
	2
	1.2
	0.30

	Haxby and Wigginton
	5
	3.0
	0.40

	Heslington
	0
	0.0
	0.00

	Heworth
	18
	10.7
	1.53

	Heworth Without
	3
	1.8
	0.79

	Holgate
	13
	7.7
	1.12

	Hull Road
	16
	9.5
	1.93

	Huntington and New Earswick
	10
	5.9
	0.83

	Micklegate
	8
	4.7
	0.73

	Osbaldwick
	3
	1.8
	0.95

	Rural West York
	3
	1.8
	0.29

	Skelton, Rawcliffe and Clifton Without
	4
	2.4
	0.33

	Strensall
	4
	2.4
	0.51

	Westfield
	28
	16.6
	2.05

	Wheldrake
	0
	0.0
	0.00

	Unknown
	13
	7.7
	

	Total
	169
	100.0
	0.93


Data on multiple deprivation (2004) for each ward, calculated by averaging the scores for all of the super output areas in each ward was then used to consider the impact of deprivation on the number of teenage mothers in each ward (taken from Deprivation Statistics for the Action Learning Group, York City Council).

Index of multiple deprivation by ward

	
	Average Index of Multiple Deprivation Score
	York ranking of MD (1 = most deprived)
	N of SOAs in the ward
	% SOAs most deprived
	% SOAs least deprived

	Acomb
	18.47
	6
	5
	20%
	0%

	Bishopthorpe
	9.32
	15
	3
	0%
	33%

	Clifton
	24.11
	2
	8
	38%
	0%

	Derwent
	5.37
	22
	2
	0%
	100%

	Dringhouses&Woodthorpe
	14.60
	8
	7
	0%
	29%

	Fishergate
	11.61
	13
	5
	0%
	40%

	Fulford
	7.49
	17
	1
	0%
	100%

	Guildhall
	23.21
	3
	4
	25%
	0%

	Haxby&Wigginton
	9.08
	16
	8
	0%
	50%

	Heslington
	5.95
	20
	1
	0%
	100%

	Heworth
	21.34
	4
	8
	13%
	13%

	HeworthWithout
	5.72
	21
	3
	0%
	100%

	Holgate
	14.99
	7
	8
	0%
	13%

	HullRoad
	19.65
	5
	6
	17%
	17%

	Huntington&NewEarswick
	14.15
	9
	8
	0%
	13%

	Micklegate
	14.01
	10
	7
	0%
	29%

	Osbaldwick
	11.33
	14
	2
	0%
	0%

	RuralWest
	7.08
	18
	7
	0%
	71%

	Skelton,Rawcliffe&CliftonWithout
	13.71
	11
	8
	0%
	0%

	Strensall
	12.42
	12
	5
	0%
	20%

	Westfield
	31.86
	1
	9
	44%
	0%

	Wheldrake
	6.76
	19
	3
	0%
	67%


Teenage mothers per 1,000 population, by average index of multiple deprivation, by ward
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It can be seen from the graph that in general the more deprived wards (higher IMD scores) have a greater number of teenage mothers.

Ethnicity and language

The vast majority of the mothers (86%) categorised themselves as White British, with a tenth (11%) refusing to say or not stating their ethnicity, and the remainder stating a non-white British background.

Mother’s ethnicity

	
	Frequency
	%

	White British
	145
	86

	Any other White background
	3
	2

	White and Black African
	1
	1

	Any other Black background
	1
	1

	Any other mixed background
	1
	1

	Refused/not stated
	18
	11

	Total
	169
	100


Not surprisingly then, the vast majority of the teenage mothers known to Connexions stated English to be their first language, with only 3 individuals having a different first language.

Mother’s first language

	
	Frequency
	%

	English
	149
	88.2

	Not known, but believed to be English
	11
	6.5

	Other Language
	3
	1.8

	Unknown
	6
	3.6

	Total
	169
	100


Educational background

The Connexions service data includes information on educational special needs, free school meal status, and exclusion.

Special needs

	
	Frequency
	%

	None identified
	142
	84.0

	Behaviour, Emotional and Social difficulty
	5
	3.0

	Attendance
	6
	3.6

	Exclusion
	2
	1.2

	Home/social circumstances
	2
	1.2

	Learning difficulties
	11
	6.5

	Other
	1
	0.6

	
	169
	100


In total, 27 of the teenage mothers had an identified special educational need – including 5 relating to behaviour, emotional and social difficulties, 6 to attendance, and 11 to learning difficulties.

Overall, a fifth (33, or 19.5%) of the teenage mothers had received free school meals, 4 had been excluded from school and 1 was classified as ‘looked after’.

Educational attainment

Educational attainment data is available for some of the teenage mothers at Key Stages 2 and 3, and at GCSE level.  Sample sizes are too low to ascertain whether the differences are statistically significant.

Key Stage 2

Results from key stage 2 refer to the proportion of pupils receiving level 4 or above.  Figures for the sample of teenage mothers refer to the years 1998-2002, and are compared with LEA and National figures for 2000.

Key Stage 2 teacher assessment– proportion of pupils achieving level 4 or above

	
	Sample of teenage mothers
	LEA (2000)
	National (2000)

	English
	66.1
	78.0
	75.0

	Mathematics
	64.6
	73.9
	72.0

	Science
	69.0
	86.3
	85.0

	
	(N = 112)
	
	


It can be seen that around two thirds of the teenage mothers had achieved level 4 or above in English, Mathematics and Science at key stage 2, only slightly lower than the LEA and national averages.

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 3 teacher assessment– proportion of pupils achieving level 5 or above

	
	Sample of teenage mothers
	LEA (2003)
	National (2003)

	English
	55.1
	76
	69

	Mathematics
	55.4
	77
	71

	Science
	53.2
	74
	68

	
	(N = 154)
	
	


The differences between the sample of teenage mothers and LEA/national averages are more pronounced at key stage 3, with just over half of the teenage mothers achieving level 5 or above in each of the 3 subjects, compared with around three quarters of all young people.

Key Stage 4

Data on key stage 4 (GCSE level) results was only available for 77 teenage mothers, from the years 2002-2004.  Figures were compared with LEA and national averages from 2003.

Key Stage 4: GCSE results

	
	Sample of teenage mothers
	LEA (2003)
	National (2003)

	5+ A*-C
	13.0
	58.9
	52.9

	5+ A*-G
	77.9
	91.9
	88.8

	No passes
	50.6
	4.2
	5.2

	
	(N= 77)
	
	


It can be seen that a far lower proportion of the teenage mothers obtained 5 good GCSE passes compared with the LEA and national figures.  About half of the teenage mothers had no GCSE passes, compared with just 5% nationally.  One of the problems with this data is that we do not know when an individual became a teenage parent, and the timing of this would significantly influence their studies at age 16.

Summary

This paper has briefly looked at the characteristics and educational background of a sample of 169 teenage mothers know to the Connexions service in York, and where appropriate compared these with local and national average figures.  There are limitations to this analysis, specifically the small non-random sample, and lack of information (such as when an individual became a teenage parent).  Further information about the mothers and their children would be available through collaboration with York City Hospital and the Primary Care Trust.  At the moment however this is not possible, which is very disappointing and severely restricts the depth of the analysis.

We have seen that the number of teenage mothers varies by ward, with generally higher incidence in the more deprived wards.  The majority of the teenage mothers were White British, with English as their first language, reflecting the nature of York as a whole.

One in five of the teenage mothers had received free school meals, another indicator of deprivation – this is greater than the national average of 14.5% of all secondary school pupils in 2003 (DfES, 2003).

In terms of educational attainment, the sample of teenage mothers had lower attainment than the LEA and national average, with this being more pronounced at the later stages.  Half of the teenage mothers had no passes at GCSE level, compared with a national average of just five per cent.
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