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When we talk about risky play, we are not condoning exposing children to unacceptable hazards, we are looking to the way we provide creative opportunities that can enhance the quality of the play provision.   





Providing children with positive play opportunities, within a stimulating and challenging environment, that enable them to take manageable risks to test and develop their own abilities.  


When risky play is offered in a setting measures need to be in place to manage that risk. It is the responsibility of the Playworkers providing these play activities to make sure they are safe. The law states that we must identify and make informed judgements about the hazards to which people are exposed, and ensure that risks are managed and controlled so far as is reasonable, whilst at the same time allowing the potential benefits to be delivered.  





Three factors can help with risk assessments and determine whether the level of risk is acceptable:


The likelihood of coming to harm


The severity of that harm


The benefits rewards or outcomes of the activity





For examples of risk assessment visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/raindex.htm" ��http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/raindex.htm� 





Or call the Play Team on 01904 554629 who can provide you with practical examples of risk assessment s to inform your practice.   





For more useful play support information:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.yor-ok.org.uk/play" ��www.yor-ok.org.uk/play� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.playengland.org.uk" ��www.playengland.org.uk� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.yorkshireplay.org.uk" ��www.yorkshireplay.org.uk� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cpis.org.uk" ��www.cpis.org.uk� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncb.org.uk" ��www.ncb.org.uk� 











�





If you would like support developing play opportunities, writing a risky play policy or help with risk assessment for adventurous play in your club then please contact the Play Team on 01904 554629. 


 Just a few activities you could provide children with to encourage adventurous play:


Obstacle courses – using tyres for stepping in and out of and stacking, ropes, ladders, cargo nets, mats, planks of wood, material etc


Building constructions from haystacks


Making swings from ropes and tyres


Target play e.g. a target could be placed against a wall, tied to a tree or be a plank of wood for the children to throw things at.  


Sliding - children love water slides and an old groundsheet/plastic sheet covered with water and detergent makes a fabulous water slide!  


Woodwork – allow children to design things to make out of wood then the children can use small hacksaws, sandpaper etc to build their construction, this project may take a few days and can give the children a real sense of achievement.


The important thing to remember is if the children come up with an adventurous play idea, discuss with them what they want to do and try find practical solutions to their ideas, you could even involve them in the risk assessment process.  


A good example of this was a playworker discussing lighting a barbeque with the children and explaining the various safety issues. The children were very inquisitive asking questions and all wanting to attempt to light a match. The playworker asked the children what the best way to light the barbeque was, to keep everyone safe. The children came up with various solutions such as; making sure they strike the matches away from themselves, making sure that they bend down close to the barbeque to light it, so the match isn’t lit for a long time and may go out, they said they should also tie their hair back. This was a really good example of how risk is overcome simply through consultation with the children.    


(Thanks to Bish Street Kids for this!) 
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…contains information about how the Play Team can support you.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.yor-ok.org.uk/play" ��www.yor-ok.org.uk/play� 





Click on our website… 





5 reasons not to be scared of risky play….   


A child is unlikely to attempt any form of risky play that they feel uncomfortable with. (e.g. a child would be unlikely to climb a tree if they did not think they could) 


If parents are informed that the provision provides risky play opportunities they may feel more comfortable with it. Staff need to explain to parents why they offer risky opportunities and re assure parents that the purpose of risky play is not to put their child at risk, it is an important factor in their development. A risky play policy is a good way of ensuring that all staff, children and parents are clear on the overall objectives and the procedures in place to minimise risk.  


Insurance companies need to be informed of what you intend to do with the children, they often ask for this information when you are renewing your premium. Don’t be afraid to tell them, they are often very useful and understand that play provision needs to encourage children to be creative.  





Increases in paperwork should not be an issue. Any risky play activities should be appropriately risk assessed to ensure they are safe, but this can be done easily and in the same way as any other risk assessment the provision uses.  





It’s fun and exciting for children and Playworkers! 





 





Risky and Adventurous Play








Article 31: ‘All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities.’








Children need and want to take risks when they play. Play provision aims to respond to these needs and wishes by offering children stimulating, challenging environments for exploring and developing their abilities. In doing this, play provision aims to manage the level of risk so that children are not exposed to unacceptable risks of death or serious injury.  


Taken from The Play Safety Forum August 2002.


 Play is not only a vital part of the way children enjoy their childhood, but also it is central to all the Every Child Matters outcomes.  Play is essential for children’s good physical and mental health and development.  Through taking risks whilst playing they also learn how to manage risk – helping them to stay safe.  Play develops learning skills, central to achievement, and is essential for the development of the skills that children and young people need as they become adults and move on in education or into work.





Why are we scared of Risky play? 


Common reasons include:


Fear of legal action if anything goes wrong.


Parents allowing it to happen, they may have there own fears.    


Fear of not been adequately insured.


Providing activities that are deemed ‘risky’ can result in an increase in paperwork.








