[image: image1.png]






Organisations Offering Assistance and Training

A wide range of organisations (in the public and private sectors) provides procurement-related assistance and training for the public sector and may well be useful reference points for commissioners involved in procurement activities. 
These include:
The Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply (CIPS): CIPS is an international organisation, based in the UK, serving the purchasing and supply profession. It provides extensive workshops and master classes in procurement, as well as a Certificate of Competence in Purchasing and Supply, and a range of Diplomas including the Graduate Diploma which provides Graduate Membership of the Chartered Institute (MCIPS).  Courses are delivered at venues across the UK and in a variety of modes such as distance, modular, residential, non-residential

The Office of Government Commerce (OGC): OGC is an independent office of HM Treasury, established to help Government deliver best value from its spending.  Provides extensive guidance and toolkits for public sector procurers

Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships (RIEPs): RIEPs are member-led partnerships of councils and other local services which coordinate and support innovation and efficiency work at a regional level.  They assist LAs with collaborating and sharing experience.  Some have a clear stated focus on collaborative procurement.  The London RIEP, for example, offers procurement training

The Children’s Workforce Development Council (CWDC): The CWDC has produced National Occupational Standards for Commissioning, Procurement and Contracting for the Social Care and Children and Young Peoples’ Workforces.  These are being developed into formal qualifications, hopefully for delivery in 2009/10.  
The Society of Procurement Officers in Local Government (SOPO): SOPO advises local authorities on purchasing and supply matters of national/general interest.  Through membership of SOPO, procurement officers join together to share best practice and influence the national agenda on how "Best Value" is to be achieved

Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government (IDeA):  Working with national, regional and local partners, IDeA helps councils to tackle local priorities and can advise them on improving value for money and customer services

Performance Improvement Network (PIN): PIN is run by The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) and provides procurement training for public sector workers of all levels of knowledge and skills 
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