CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN 2009

Consultation – Issues affecting Positive Contribution of Children and Young People
Overall Summary: For fuller comments on issues affecting Positive Contribution of Children and Young People from agencies and from children and young people and the community see below – comments from under 11’s in black; 12-19’s in red; over 19’s in blue.

Positive Contribution

Knowledgeable adults - Knowledgeable communities

There was a need to support parents and communities as basis for support for children and young people. This to include more efforts to value, facilitate learning and enable parents to be pro-active. Parenting support was seen as hugely important.

Involve the communities as a whole into our planning mechanisms. 

Ensuring young people are engaged in planning processes through consultation, ensure this is an inclusive process. Look at new ways of communicating with young people eg mobile phone, facebook; To ensure communication happens in a way which engages young people and is relevant to them.

Community Cohesion

York was seen as a rapidly changing city, with people from all parts of the world contributing to the life of the city. There was a call to celebrate cultures and communities. 

Image of children and young people is poor:

Clear need to promote the positive image of children and young people. This will only happen through specific work, it will not happen by accident. To include the celebration of achievements by children and young people.

Cross generational activities
Need for promotion of cross-generational activities which will break down barriers.

Reduce Offending

Partnerships should work more closely to ensure that children are being more systematically identified if they are at risk of multiple disadvantage and risky behaviours and robust services offered.
Supporting volunteering by young people

Need for young people to have ownership of projects and to be consulted about things that are targeted at them. Examples given:

· Community arts projects to decrease graffiti and promote community spirit;

· Membership of national youth parliament, with a supporting youth council;

· New ways of communicating with young people e.g. mobile phones, Social Engagement Networks.

Positive contribution (agencies)

Involvement in Planning

Ensuring young people are engaged in planning processes through consultation

Include those with disabilities – ensure inclusive process - Look at new ways of communicating with young people eg mobile phone, facebook; To ensure communication happens in a way which engages young people and is relevant to them Service & Group Managers’
Would definitely like to have more say in running of the city as there is a sense of not knowing what is happening in the city. Needs to be increase opportunities – for example a Youth Parliament would be a good thing. But things like Facebook and Bebo are also important. Best not to label as the council as off-putting. York College Student Union

Experiences for the under 5’s have a strong impact and help mould them for later life. Values are often set at a young age, and it’s important that early years settings are supported and encouraged to help children engage in making a positive contribution. Also in demonstrating that all children and adults are valued. Steps to Quality group

Participation Services: Although we benefited from the activities of The Heard, this group of young people have moved on in their lives and the group has folded. Of all the specialist groups of service users, c&yp with mental health problems can be the most hidden, vulnerable and exploited. What needs to happen? The development of a Rights Service for c&yp with MH problems enabling: support in treatment planning; independent voice from parents; support in complaints; YP ‘council’ to scrutinize services and strategy; participation in recruitment; support for each other; providing YP-friendly documents and information; involvement in training and education of all child care professionals. CAMHS EXEC
Improve the public image of children and young people

Positive images of young people – to reduce prejudice Service & Group Managers’
Prejudice against teenagers is widespread, it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.  ‘Majority are gorgeous’ Yor-OK Board

Need to have a communication strategy to promote image of yp – targets about news stories – this would link to V project – it does take effort to do this so resource would need to be available Yor-ok Involvement group
The Trust should lead the development of compact should be drawn up and monitored between agencies, crossing the community safety and children's sectors (incl YorOK community) about how to ensure that Public Relations and communications is not damaging to the image of children, and promotes the confidence of children and adults in each other. YOT

Ensure the positive work that young people do is widely celebrated and publised often (at least weekly) in the local press. Have a diverse young persons 'Press' panel working with local press. Giving youth a good name and positive role modelling Access and Inclusion

Celebrating achievements

Need to celebrate the achievements of young people – much to celebrate need to refocus our approach – So celebrate young people who do not get into trouble rather than having targets about arrest etc Yor-OK Board

Need to celebrate achievement of children of all ages. Yor-ok Involvement group
We do not celebrate our children enough (generally in Britain)and often are negative about them Young Carers

Youth clubs

We need to skill up our youth profesionals to be more skilled at dealing with complex problems and rovide the training for them to deal with them as we don't have specialist services to refer onto in the city e.g. Y/p need an " expert with clout" ! Castlegate 

Are our youth centres in the right place for the demography of the city? Will 16+ access service in their community or do they prefer to come to the city centre? Castlegate
Promoting better understanding between young and old
Need to promote understanding within communities and between generations. Yor-ok Involvement group
Reducing the number of young people in trouble with the law
The proposal in the government's Youth Crime Action Plan to make the Children's Trust statutorily responsible for youth crime prevention is very welcome and should be embraced. Some other countries have services with that remit, but that is an unlikely development here. Meantime there remains an unhealthy gap between universal services and the most targeted services. YOT

A review should be undertaken, drawing on the experience of authorities who have moved to integrate targeted services such as those for looked after children, those at risk of offending etc and report to the Trust by March 2010 with a systematic evaluation of targeted services in York and proposals for the future. YOT

In the meantime Safer York Partnership and the Trust should work more closely with the YOT to ensure that children are being more systematically identified if they are at risk of multiple disadvantage and risky behaviours and robust services offered. We already have most of the tools available but we lack the systems to make use of them. It is probably not necessary to develop new services but to adapt and tune existing services and practices. Most immediately the YISP, Prevent and Deter, and Anti-Social Behaviour panelling arrangements should be streamlined and new protocols drawn up under the leadership of the Trust. Clear linkages with Targetted Youth Support, 'brokers' for schools and Safer Schools Partnerships should be established. YOT
banning the Mosquito device, which disperses young people by emitting a whining sound that only they can hear, was welcome. EMAP
Supporting volunteering by young people

Need to continue with prioritising of volunteering – it is beneficial to all concerned. Current measures both nationally and locally are poor – locally we can improve our measurement. Also measure impact of volunteering. Yor-ok Involvement group
Volunteering needs to be more promoted and resourced and measured accurately!. Need to remove barriers say thru schools where it can be over safe. 

Investment in volunteering as it is not a low cost option nor should it be exploitative. – Accreditation. Yor-OK Board

There is a growing demand on employers to become actively engaged with

young people through activities such as volunteering, or work placement.

The CYPP should have actions that promote this agenda.  It should also

promote all that is good about Children and Young people in terms of what

they can bring to the 'Enterprise' agenda.  The more successful our

promotion of this, the more people will wish to get involved. York College
Equally valuing young people from all our diverse communities

· Important not to presume the increased diversity is Eastern European. A high number of young people in York would categorize themselves as ‘other’.

· Important to recognise that the ‘other’ description makes it more difficult to plan.

· Need to focus more on responding to individual need. Parenting programmes are already encouraging families to find other cultures interesting rather than threatening. 

· How much of school bullying is related to racism. How do we get this data? Yor-OK Board
Community cohesion and support for diverse community is important – the welcome pack idea is important – it links with making sure services are accessible to all especially the disadvantaged. Yor-ok Involvement group
York population is changing. Need to target resources eg. We had 5% ethnic minority families 2 years ago – now we have nearly 20%. Clifton Green School

Increased funding direct to school budgets for pupils who arrive speaking little or no English, to support them in participation in learning. School governors

Positive contribution (children, young people,community)

60% said that children and young people’s views in decisions about the local area are not taken into account

48% said that their views are listened to in the running of their school. 

78% of those in years 8 and 10 children said they had done something to help another person

69% of all respondents have helped to raise money for charity or for a local group

TELLUS2
Improve the public image of children and young people

Young person represented on the council and a budget for young people in York.

If children took part in how York is run, or something that happens in York, they might feel proud of what happens.

Involve young people in decisions in their area, and making things in the community.
Positive news about young people in the Press more opportunities for young people to make a difference in york
Have a young persons page in a newspaper, run by young people to highlight achievements of young people and show that York is recognising them.

Stop the press glorifying asbos and anti-social behaviour.  Make positive youth stories front-page for a change
Celebrating achievements

There could be a newspaper telling children and adults about what other children have accomplished and also what they like about York.

Young people's festival by young people for young people with dance and drama etc.

I feel that York should be proud of young people who involve themselves with as many experiences of working life that York can offer, to prepare them for when they leave school. York should also be proud of those who attempt to learn new things and meet new people through this so that they have a wide range of skills and friends to support them in later life. 

To make York proud of us and to be proud of ourselves, I think we should have a big talent show were every secondary school in York can enter a big group of young teens to do something that they have a passion for and show the people of York that we are not a waste of space and that we do have a good use for something and we all have some sort of talent.

Town activities, in which i mean city wide parades, and cultural events and fun for all.  With a message of community support, unity and care,
Promoting better understanding between young and old
Increased community and social responsibility for children and their welfare

More respect for older people.

We should have more wild life trusts so people can make new friends and help nature.

Be recognised as part of the community and give money to poor people to give them a good home and a job.

Children to be invited to meetings where adults make decisions about children.

It would be better if older people were more tolerant towards us kids.
If grown up's realised we have to learn like they did to behave better sensibly and that we will grow up one day.

To make children and young people pround of York and pround of them, we could have a big club where we clean York and pick up litter and get cleberites to help. When we get to certain stages, we get rewards of shows and live concerts.  

Courses for how our past influences our future.

Reducing the number of young people in trouble with the law

Children who respect people and their local environment. Good kind people generally.

Try and stop yobs hanging around on the street and frightening us.

Stricter punishments should be taken against bullying anti-social behaviour and many other bad things 

Teenagers often like to think they're adults and it would be good if they are allowed to act like it.  

Having  places for them to go, which then cuts down on youth crime and then they will do better at school.

Warn them when they are in the wrong, what would happen when they are older.

Good citizenship training/ pro-social behaviour coaching.
Supporting volunteering by young people

Participation-volunteering, clean up's garden projects, festivals etc.

Encourage children to help with charities. Perhaps do a performance and be able to chat with people to help grow up thinking of others.

If children did more things to help the environment, like litter pick-up and planting trees.

Being able to work in and amongst the local community e.g charity work/volunteering.

Young people having ownership of projects and being consulted about things that are targeted at them. Community arts projects to decrease graffiti and promote community spirit.

Starting with children, making them into respectable adults, listen to children;s ideas and thoughts on the world making the city into what the kids make it.

Volunteering is essential, so working with CVS
Equally valuing young people from all our diverse communities

More identity with their community. People knowing each other and supporting each other. More fun and more sports opportunities.

Have a York council run by children and young people to allow them to put their idea's forwards.

A young person -as a young peoples councillor to listen to young people and put their ideas forwards.

I am a traveller and I would be proud of York if they people stopped bullying us and stopped laughing at how we live.
Young people should integrate more with different ethnic groups - feel York still believes it is mono-cultural and compared to other cities it possibly is - is on the increase however and racial awareness must be increase. 

Get the young people involved in education generally rather than assuming as before 'we dont have people from other countries!'. Use the arts!

Need to enhance and promote improved multicultural links and practices in schools and throughout the wider population - this 'education' goes beyond what can be achieved in schools alone.

Stop racist behaviour.  Treat people individually.  

Clean, tidy eco-friendly city 

A tidy, clean city which achieves in areas such as sport, academic excellence  etc

we need to stop rubbish going on the floor and we need to recycle more and stop landfills.

If it was cleaner with less graffiti, with less unkind 'bad' people on the streets.

Keeping York tidy and big people not squashing us in shops and shops with play space and minders.

A children's only freecycle, to teach people more about reusing and recycling.

Children could do a community project in the school holidays e.g. planting bulbs and trimming hedges in local parks.
They should keep their area tidy, and if they have rubbish, they should put it in the dustbin.

Less litter and vandalism in parks and other recreational facilities, then there are more likely to be used and crime levels would decrease.

Getting into wildlife trusts and helping York's nature and wildlife that’s in the city and doing more recycling to help the environment.

Have a big city of York clear-up – employ more cleaners and give people a much bigger fine if they drop litter.

More greenery.  Not having good/old buildings being brought down and replaced by houses and flats.
Community values
People should be proud of York because it is an historic and beautiful place to live, York should be proud of the people living here also.

To become someone through education and a trade or good job and good behaviour.

 By walking around the city taking photos with school and then when you get back you look at the amazing architecture and sometimes about the neighbourhood around.

Publication of local activities for children (re; each village, town/ York has its own list of clubs and activities) and the websites for each place are kept up to date.

free travel and freedom for under 18's So we can explore, and travel the city or county, so we can build memories and experiences, so we are better prepared for the future and its a better happier city

Cheaper so travel is easier.
I feel lucky to live in York, and I don’t really know how it could be better.

York is a very good place to live.
