CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN 2009

Consultation – Issues affecting Enjoyment and Achievement of Children and Young People
Overall Summary: For fuller comments on issues affecting Enjoyment and achievement of Children and Young People from agencies and from children and young people and the community see below – comments from under 11’s in black; 12-19’s in red; over 19’s in blue.

Enjoy & Achieve

Looked  after children 
Looked after children aim should be achievement of the same educational outcomes as other children - rigorous monitoring system is needed and support for schools struggling with the provision for these pupils. These young people need support for longer in the future – links to housing and adult services.

"Success for All" must retain a high profile - need to prioritise improving the attainment of children from less advantaged backgrounds. And to learn from successful initiatives.

There was a need to promote as fully as possible home-school relationships. These are a partnership not about school improvement but about needs of child.

Affordable high quality childcare pre-school places

Funded places for 3 year old to be available as soon as possible so no child is missing out.

There was a need to ensure early years provision is evenly distributed city wide, with focus on high quality provision that meets the needs of children and is flexible.  

Similarly Family Learning provision needs to remain family focussed and relevant to the needs of parents rather than the workforce.

Reduction of exclusions from school

Exclusion – reducing exclusion is important but there is a balance between the needs of one pupil and their effect on others – need for broad base of provision as different approaches will help different yp.  Sharing of information is important, must overcome any data protection issues which set up artificial barriers. Need to target support to those students who need it. Support from home, school/college other agencies.

Activities 

Important that out-of-school activities are accessible to all. Especially important for disabled children. There was a general call for more out of school activities including homework support.

There are many activities, but information about activities can be improved.  Actual provision was seen as whole community function with much appreciation of voluntary provisions. But the role of the local authority to support the voluntary sector was emphasised.  

Appreciation of beneficial affects on physical and emotional health. Important to link the children’s plan with leisure, sport and the arts as they are integral to health and well-being. Play was seen as an important element in building resilience and learning to cope with assessing and working through difficulties.

Enjoy and achieve

Looked  after children (especially in their education now and their future prospects)

looked after children should achieve the same educational outcomes as other children and that the consultation document should not ask the question whether lower outcomes were inevitable; EMAP
· Need for more accurate breakdown of care figures.

· Are these age specific? Which age groups are increasingly in local authority care? If these statistics are about younger children how does this correlate with Early Intervention/Parenting Programme impact.

Is a longer term strategy needed to look at longer term impact of early intervention? Yor-OK Board

A rigorous monitoring system is needed and support for schools struggling with the provision for these pupils. School home support could liaise with foster carers to identify need thru school. Clifton Green School

Children in care still suffer from inappropriate housing and have emotional issues that will effect them into their adult life. They  will need support for longer in the future as middle class parents provide these days to their offspring during the transition from child to adult.  This will be even more important if the economy suffers, unemployment rises and benefits don't keep pace with the cost of living e.g. fuel costs Castlegate
There remains a gap in services to vulnerable parents whereby the parent would appear to have difficulties - emotional & financial problems caused by relationship breakdowns perhaps - but not sufficiently to require adult services nor is the child care of a level to necessitate Children's social work intervention. This might have been the sort of scenario that the parenting pathfinder might have tackled although we perhaps envisaged the eviction being more about ASB than emotional difficulties. 

Related to the above, we have a v small (but potentially significant) number of children becoming looked after because of ASBO's requiring them to live out of their community (or breaching the ASBO after placement with family member). We cannot require parents to engage in services, there is no teeth to the legislation of a Parenting Order is made. Joint working between housing and

children's service
Education in general

references to “schools” should be changed to “schools and colleges”; EMAP
Success for all/Narrowing the gap (between groups/schools/settings/communities) Service & Group Managers’
"Success for All" must retain a high profile. All analysis, internal and external, highlights the need for us to develop provision at Entry Level, Level 1 and Level 2 and to facilitate progression through them to Level 3. The characteristics of disadvantaged and vulnerable learners outlined in the consultation mean that such developments will focus on their needs. Unfortunately, such provision does not enjoy high status or profile in the community or even in our schools. This strapline is a powerful lever. 

14-19 Partnership

Disadvantaged children suffer disproportionately more from educational deficiencies, and the policy of putting additional resources into schools serving the more disadvantaged populations has been working. YOT

Statistic show that low income families achieve less. This is not our experience at Clifton Green. We have personalised learning programmes and do as much as possible to to ensure children do well. This good practice should be disseminated. 

Nurture groups – highly beneficial, like the provision to continue. We have evidence that children who are nurtured start achieving academically in school.

like to see young carers mentioned in the plan as a specific vulnerable group. Could schools ask on admission forms if someone is a young carer? What are attendance statistics of young carers? Schools are becoming much better at identifying & supporting young people who have caring roles, but this needs to continue, and become common place Young Carers
Improving children and young people’s ability to manage school/social demands, with a particular focus on vulnerable groups Service & Group Managers’
The need to prioritise improving the attainment of children from less advantaged backgrounds; EMAP
At the college, we have very focussed and rigorous strategies to ensure that students realise their potential.  We are always striving to meet the needs of students (in terms of what provision is on offer), our involvement with the City's NEETs strategy is an example.  However, going forward there must be real coordination of what is available, educationally for the young people in the City. The Local Authority needs to have an active role in supporting FE, recognising the variety of choice York College provides and not take decisions eg presumption, that reduces that choice for students.  As more schools try to

offer the range of subjects/qualifications that we already offer this will

reduce choice (some groups will become uneconomic due to low numbers and would therefore be dropped from the offer of that school), the costs of

education would rise (economies of scale) and the costs for students would

rise (travel).  The CYPP must not shy away from this dilemma and support

the Strategic Area Review carried out a few years ago, which stated that

the City has enough sixth form provision and doesn't need any more (in

terms of institutions).York College
Schools

The need to increase the number of schools with a good or excellent performance rating; EMAP

General Education methods

The need for young people to learn to manage risk; EMAP

In 2005, young people thought that praise and feedback was not always given in appropriate ways. A recommendation was made for further consultation to assess alternative methods. In 2008 disabled young people told us reward systems were good and that they received enough praise. However, ways in which this was awarded should be discussed with individuals. Waiting to be asked?’ consultation about listening to disabled young people.

In 2005, young people gave examples of situations where teachers were unaware of disabled student needs or did not ensure that these needs were met. A recommendation was made for listening to pupils through further consultation about measures which could be established to address this. In 2008 disabled young people told us they felt that their views and concerns were listened to. The teachers and other adults were approachable. Waiting to be asked?’ consultation about listening to disabled young people.

In 2005, young people were unclear about policy, practice and procedures in school. A recommendation was made to provide clear and accessible information. In 2008 disabled young people told us there was a lot of information from school and they suggested ways in which this could be improved. Waiting to be asked?’ consultation about listening to disabled young people.

School organisation

Improving quality/impact of leadership with a specific focus on community engagement Service & Group Managers’
Target primary capital money to schools that haven’t had children’s centre funding and which have a detailed building plan, which would enhance learning improvements planned. Using rewards for those schools who are achieving well

Additional school initiatives

Although York has not been selected as one of the pilot programs for the cultural entitlement program , there remains a need for planning across the city to ensure that opportunities are in place for schools to be able to meet this when it comes on stream on 2010. NRM

Are we sure that Gifted and Talented is reaching disadvantaged but talented children? Do we know that Positive Activities for Young People really is reaching the right children? Do we know who higher quality play provision is actually most benefitting? YOT

Bullying to stop. Teachers to be less strict and more understanding. More active classes like drama and music rather than just sports in PE. More practical lessons like cooking. Help us to make more friends. 

More comfortable and cheaper school uniforms e.g. trackies, polo tops – no ties. Less PE, more practical lessons e.g. cooking different meals every week through whole of school years. Business studies earlier that can teach us practical things e.g. how to budget, prepare to earn money for jobs, what jobs pay better money, how much food/houses cost, how to manage a household budget etc.

Every school should have a youth annexe, which is open everyday throughout the school day and after school each night where you can go if stressed out or need support, as well as do more interesting things after school. Educational drama group

Affordable high quality childcare pre-school places

Need more affordable, high quality, flexible childcare to ensure choice. Increase the number of childminders - low numbers due to low pay and new criteria eg qualifications needed.   Increasing pay leads to higher costs and not affordable. Yor-OK Board

Overall sufficient childcare in city. But pockets where childcare is not good – especially area surrounded by racecourse, river and railway. Implying that mobility is an important factor in choice.

Cost of childcare is a key barrier for some families and there is potential to work with employers about issueing childcare vouchers and suppliers (childminders) to accept vouchers. Overriding consideration though is quality.

Particular need for childcare for workers with ‘non standard’ hours.

Inclusion of disabled children – reports are mixed. Implies need for awareness raising and support.

Childcare sufficiency assessment 

Affordable childcare needs to be a priority and to consider those from middle incomes who lose money in order to remain in work. Young Carers
Experiences, particularly supporting emotional well-being and learning opportunities, within the first 5 years of a child’s life are key to success in school and beyond. Good early years experiences create a vital foundation on which to build a person’s life, and that the majority of these early years experiences are not gained in a school setting, but at home or in some form of daycare. Vital to get enjoying and achieving clearly on the agenda for all ages.

More emphasis on enjoy, and hopefully equal emphasis with achieve. Early Years Partnerships – some have worked very hard to create great communities which work well together. Has created openness, links information, ensures common policies and approaches and shared resources to support different early years providers. Need to continue to drive up quality in all childcare, all sectors for all children. Steps to Quality group and EYESP

Extended Schools Service should prioritise development on school sites to make activities accessible to all children with a focus on affordability, sustainability and quality EYESP
In less affluent areas is it possible to subsidise costs of after school clubs. 

Balance between safety issues and over-organisation of play spaces.

Reduction of exclusions from school

Exclusion – reducing exclusion is important but there is a balance between the needs of one pupil and their effect on others – need for broad base of provision as different approaches will help different yp.  Sharing of information is important, must overcome any data protection issues which set up artificial barriers. Need to target support to those students who need it. Support from home, school/college other agencies. Yor-OK Board

vulnerable children who do not happily engage with education right from the start (4 1/2 yrs) and who still do not by the age of 8 1/2 yrs are already showing signs of weaker resilience. Is there more we could do to identify these children at these stages, track them and provide more services? Structured mentoring and family support for a targeted group of children who are carefully identified, has been shown to be cost-effective. We can already identify the children at highest risk of exclusion several years in advance - but are we? YOT 

We have used additional funding streams such as the Schools engagement Programme and 14-19 Flexible Fighting Fund to "pump prime" new provision supporting the agendas around attendance, behaviour and exclusions. The intention of such interventions is that the resulting provision should be mainstreamed. We need to emphasise that it is core, not additional, provision and do everything we can to highlight the existing core funding (eg. for Personalisation, which is substantially increasing) available to schools in particular. 14-19 Strategy

Recreational activities

The need to remove barriers to young people accessing facilities, including costs, perceptions, accessibility, numbers and geographical spread of facilities; EMAP

There is a public perception that there are not services – need to be challenged Yor-ok Involvement group

A lack of youth groups in York. Some great examples gateway, global. These are voluntarily run. Attract lots of young people. Can the council provide more support for these type of groups. Support for premises etc.  Be much cheaper than council run groups. Mobile youth centres a good thing – mobile football pitches, mobile basketball. Make links to local police and community support officers. York College Students union
Positive activities for young people, and more mainstream access to sport and recreation and youth services will help keep youth crime low. Young Carers
What makes a group good to be in and makes you want to go again?

Being with my friends; Working as a team; Make new friends; Good exercise; 

I get better at it (challenge); Learning new stuff; Its exciting; Freedom to have fun. Not allowed to play out, so groups good

‘nowhere to go to relax with friends. This is especially true in

the winter when it is dark, cold and wet

general contempt for the “little yellow tickets” Police handed out after speaking to young people, also for the “encounter forms” and “hot spot forms”. One boy commented he had enough yellow tickets to paper his wall. The feeling was they were not doing any harm, that any small group was seen as a problem even if they were just talking, and that in any case there was nowhere to move to. There was also a feeling that the Police were concentrating on trivial things and not supporting young people when they needed it. For example, one girl was mugged and it took six months to sort it out.

Another irritation was the “buzz box

Cost - Trips out of the area (Acomb) are a problem. Travel plus entry fees make these too expensive for most of the young people. Cost of travel and facility hire is also a problem when it comes to sports, particularly racquet sports as people felt there are no good local facilities.
Out of school groups used by young people in Acomb and Westfield
Graffiti cleaned up more quickly and less graffiti about. Graffiti walls in specific places. Safe places/groups for children. We need more places like The Basement as they make us proud of York, as we can enjoy what we do there, not get stressed or stress older people out. 

Teen cafes so we have places to go hang out without bothering people and where we can be safe. Keeping it clean e.g. us keeping it clean by putting rubbish in bins and York City Council cleaners keeping it clean.

Education Drama group
Need for better and clearer information about activities in york – better web presence for example – Youth services group
Transport

Transport an issue for some young people especially around rurality. Yor-OK Board
Enjoy and achieve

60% of pupils enjoy school always or most of the time

81% say that they try their best school always or most of the time.  

76% of pupils called for more fun and interesting lessons at school

31% wanted more help from teachers along with 

33% wanting quieter and better behaved classmates

35% wanting smaller classes.

42% said that more or better sport clubs/centres and also more or better activities for children and young people would make their area a better place to live

31% said that having more places where they could hang out with their friends would make a difference.

TELLUS2

Education in general

A good education. Experience of many life skills and seeing various different work settings.

Good teachers, good schools, and good equipment in the school so we can make the best of people.

A better learning environment, more recognition for pupils achievements. More people from outside running sports clubs.
Getting enough attention at school. More teaching assistants to help children who may fall behind meaning inclusive education.

Better teachers who have ways of making lessons fun and connecting with them, especially if the child doesn't like that lesson.

More one-to-one reading (my 6 year old got none – x 1 group read per week only).  I obviously have to do this a home after shift work looking after my other 2 children and in between chores.
School Organisation

Small class sizes . Varied lessons that are fun, enjoyable and educational at the same time.  

No SATS marking abroad.  

Gardening lessons for schools.  

More setting so people don't get held back by people.

A school that is unified with clear goals. Praise where praise is due for all children.

If they enjoyed going to school, then they would do better.

I wish for all children to have their own separate desk so when we are learning we can concentrate on being the best we can be.

If head masters test their teachers and to see if they're good, give extra help to those who need it.

For head teachers to be more involved in what goes on in the classrooms.

Teachers

Have good enthusiastic teachers who make learning fun for everyone.

If adults and teachers gave them advice or cheered them on.

More help from teachers.

Teachers help with reading and drawing.

More male teachers.

Children from all parts of the community to do well at school

More encouragement

Less pressure, kids can do well, they need encouragement, not constant pressure.

Lots of encouragement and supportive people through your curriculum with friends and teachers to help you.

A reward system for good work and behaviour and attendance at school.

An interesting and motivating education.  Encouragement from parents and school staff.  Praise and interaction with pupils and staff.

Teaching methods

Allowing teachers to teach interesting lessons free from the constraints of the target driven culture of SATS

An enthusiastic environment where learning is fun. Good resources and lots of praise for children. Fun ways to learn-things to do and make, not just writing.

Homework will help children do well and help from friends and family.

The teachers paying attention to everyone. The teachers helping someone until they know it, and teachers saying that you can do it, just try  your hardest and you will get through it all. 

Better qualified teachers and the classes to be smaller and put the naughty ones in one class and the good ones in another.

A teacher who is there for you when you are being bullied.

More TA’s to help pupils in classes

Being taught in a school that cares as much for their emotional welfare as their exam results, having a wide and varied curriculum, being able to relish their childhood and take on responsibilities when they need to.

More interesting lessons so that children try harder in lessons.

Adding enjoyment into lessons, fun teachers. Add more school trips and fun activities.

Teachers help the pupils when they are having trouble with something and keep helping until they understand! For the young people and children to always keep trying their hardest and keep positive no matter how hard.

I think that teachers should have the time to go to the libraries in York and give a little lesson on what the children and young people would like to learn or learn more about.

Better teachers that care about who they teach and actually want to help them.

Wider understanding in teachers that many children learn in different ways and require different approaches to work to understand the new topic. There should be more support for children who are slower at learning new things but also more support for the quicker students as without this support they slowly may become average students again as they lose the challenge. 

If schools did workshops about adult life and if teens had a week in the life of an adult, doing their jobs working out money, and doing all the house work then we would have a better idea of adult life.

More help with schoolwork and finding a job,  

More lessons in sex education.  
More practical education

Opportunities to learn new skills-social and practical 

Schools should teach about society and older children should have better chances of going to college and university.

Classes on: how to buy/rent a house; how to get a job; how to manage a bank account; what the credit crunch is; what inflation is; what interest rates are; how to vote; first-aid training; how to mend/make clothes; how to mend bikes; composting lessons; map-reading skills. Help with bank accounts. 

Classes based on common situations encountered in adulthood as well as focusing on citizenship and living within a society.

At school you should be taught about being prepared for adult life, or maybe there could be a book about it sent out when you reach a certain age.

If they got a chance at school to do more lessons about things that could help them decide about what career path they want to take in life.

To help young people grow up in York it would prepare us to learn about adult life it would be good to teach us about York's history and to teach us about things like morgages, debts bills, jobs and things to prepare us for life.

Have a week each year when kids (in school) pretend to be adults and get presented with problems that adults may be faced with – lifestyles could be included along with fake jobs and families. 

Extended school initiatives

A club with arts and craft to help children with hand and eye coordination problems.

More help for children with learning difficulties i.e.. Dyslexia within school, regardless of the severity.

I wish for more opportunities to read with others because some children find reading hard and it would help them with their future.  

I wish for more opportunities to learn art.  We could have artists working with us after school.

More organsied activities out of school and college, move choice better access and free,so there is an incentive to use service
Data, nationally, suggests that extended provision is well used - but there are questions relating to the level of use by those who are more 'deprived'. Are we sure we are reaching the primary group of clientele, or are we creating a one-stop-shop for those who are less disadvantaged and fine the services convenient? How much do our extended schools know about their 'customers' and are they really meeting the needs of local communities, or of those who travel past their doors on the way to work?

Roll out many more after-school clubs,

Like red welcome couplets galore,

In any other schools or nice buildings,

For the children to royally learn.

Equipment

More equipment in schools to help kids enjoy life at school with friends.

Better equipment at schools so that it is easier for kids to understand, plus a wider range of books at school, so that there's something for everyone.

More access to computers and better library books (more choice). Maybe a website with a page of questions (different each time) that times you and keeps your record and maybe you can compete against other people.

Affordable high quality childcare pre-school places
More services for child care for children and more help with courses for parents.

I am concerned about the issue of childcare and the ridiculous demands being put on childminders. I know it is forcing many of them to give up...a worrying trend

More training necessary for after school clubs
Recreational activities
Opportunities for safe unsupervised play.

I wish for more after-school clubs to learn how to play different sports.  I would like professionals to teach us.

I wish for dance lessons after school because I enjoy learning new dances.  We would need specialist dancers to organise the sessions.

‘Have more help and support 

In after-school clubs,

Plus gymnastics,

For our most budding Olympians of all.’
More community sporting events. Perhaps get families working together at sporting programmes.

More sporting activities. Just get kids more active, maybe doing community projects, gardening etc.

If York was more successful in sports or more exciting events happened

Sports courses that are more accessible for example; they could be free of cost, or in their local area.
I have a specific concern about my area of York. Bishopthorpe has no nursery and no playground facilities for young people. This does not seem to match with the aims of York to provide excellent facilities this kind for all children.

More mobile libraries and toy buses to visit the villages.

More recreational places for young people (like adventure playground for teens-they like climbing too!). Subsidised sports events. More gymnastics facilities (there is a 2-year waiting list).

Affordable activities – i.e. – dance classes, drama, martial arts, sports (football) etc – community-based.  These build confidence and self-esteem.

Youth clubs

Youth clubs for older children.

Scouts/ Cubs/ Brownies in the local areas where children live (more village halls and community centres).
More youth clubs so that more teenagers have places to go and are kept out of trouble.

More youth clubs to help children make more friends and avoid getting into smoking and drug taking.

Good youth clubs where children can share homework ideas and tips.

think we should have youth clubs in lots of areas around york. were i lve there is not a lot to do and people just end up on the streets getting in to trouble. But if we had a youth club for teens it is somewhere safe for teens to go and have a good time without getting into trouble.  

I think we should have another place like the barbican were their is a swimming pool, a place for teens to sit and talk to their friends, a cafe, a room with activities and so on. 

To make York a better place for Children and young children, we should have a building were only children can go and talk to their friends. Inside we should have games computors and beanbags and food and drinks. 

I think it would be better if there were more activities in every area and youth clubs that teach you about life.

Opening up youth clubs for different age groups so younger people wont get picked on by older kids and provide free food and drink and support in case they are going through bad times.
Pantomimes all year round so we can go loads of times!

Once a month have a music workshop in the city centre to encourage families and friends to get together with music and have a go.

If children could have more events, concert, fairs , plays etc for the community that anyone could come to.

Have historical things to see and do.

An area as a proper music venue.

Free public events that are focussed on the cities culture, history and success. These should involve as many people and communities as possible.
Play more rock and roll

And dance round in the streets,

Have more ice-cream parlours,

And exciting puppet shows.

Build more swimming-pools

With great big diving-boards,

As high as mountains in hoard and hoards.

I could have more puppet-shows

On the streets for the young.

Bring out the players of my

Theatres on the streets like

A story-box being tipped on 

The pavement for the children

To watch in glee.
More facilities - general

More affordable leisure facilities, more for young children to do even with families/ more places to go.

More stuff to do outside than sitting in watching TV all day long and more and better activities to do outside of school.

More parks to play in, with less dog poo laying about.

More places for children to go. An ice rink would be a great place to go and more youth clubs and after school clubs.

Cheaper things for kids and teenagers: cinemas, swimming-pools, sports clubs, cafes and clothes shops.  Entry to museums for kids in York.

Non-alcoholic bars and café's for teenagers to go in the evenings.

Activity days for youth and talented youth- a day of free art and drama/ singing lessons, with workshops going on all around York.

We could have activities on the parks because there's a big area of grass not being used on most local parks and if activities were put on them, less young people would be on the streets hanging around.

A lot of small areas in York like Tang Hall have gangs wandering around.  They need something fun to do, not community centres.  For example, teenagers may like paintballing or some kind of shooting game, so open a centre.  But remember teenagers don't have that much money.

Cheaper transport, especially for those (like me!) living in towns/villages on the outskirts of York, so they're not stuck in the same place all the time. York is a great place to be for young people, im my opinion, I just wish it was a more accessible place to get to. 

Cheaper travel especially for kids so they can go places without coming home in the dark.

Cheaper bus fares so people have places to go.

Have an ice-skating ring in the middle of town,

That shines like a mirror laid on the ground.

Spill out the contents of my museums,

Like a pot of gold spilt out on the ground.

More ice-cream factories and lovely learning clubs

And more places for children to explore.

Host some magnificent markets,

From Bahamas, Bosnia and Balvain.

The children can smell and catch coconuts,

And lie on the hot drying sand.

Provide even more wondrous boat trips.

For my young people to view and see.

A magical river holds secrets,

Like a meandering mermaid’s bright tail.

Build more large, fun, learning libraries,

Like vast caves jam-packed with bright treasure.

Have more fantastic, foreign festivals,

That will tickle your taste-buds and more…,

And take you on a magical journey, away from my old city walls.
Other

Parks and nature

To build more parks and bigger schools so that children get more friends.

More parks for children to go so that they dont get bored.Just to make york different.

York would be better if it was more colourful.

More choices – how York looks with trees – design benches, parks, gardens and museums.

More green space that feels safe to play in, bigger emphasis on local walks, more free activities for kids, a modern museum, like Eureka.
Provide more parks where children can play

With their families and friends all day.

Spinning round on the roundabouts.

And whizzing down the slides.

Then up in the air on the swings we go

Swinging high that I can almost touch the sky.
